The ApL subjects do not include ApL Chinese (for non-Chinese speaking students) as
this subject is introduced to provide an additional channel exclusively for non-Chinese
speaking students to obtain an alternative Chinese language qualification. For the
2012-2017 HKDSE Examinations, students attaining the results of “Attained” and
“Attained with Distinction” in the ApL subjects are accepted as attaining the
competencies required at Level 2 and Level 3 or above of Category A subjects of the
HKDSE Examination respectively for the purposes of further studies and work. Effective
from the 2018 HKDSE Examination, the reporting of students’ performance is refined to
“Attained”, “Attained with Distinction (I)” and “Attained with Distinction (ll)”. Performance
of “Attained with Distinction (l)” is comparable to Level 3 while “Attained with Distinction
(I1)” is comparable to Level 4 or above of Category A subjects of the HKDSE

Examination.

Source:

Updated Revised Common Descriptors for Associate Degree and Higher Diploma

Programmes (Effective since the 2024/25 academic year)



